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SEMICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF HUDSON 

The fiftieth anniversary of the settlement of Hudson was celebrated 
by the inhabitants of the place & vicinity on Wendesday the 5th of 
June 1850, in a manner peculiarly appropriate & affecting. The 
meeting was held in a quiet retreat, a little removed from the 
Village which had apparently enjoyed a truce with the hostile axe 
until1 invaded to prepare seats & tables for these festivities. 
At eleven ovclock an organization was effected by appointing Hon. 
Van R. Humphrey. President John B. Clark, Frederick Baldwin, and 
and John B. Whedon Esq. Vice Presidents, & Wm. Thompson, Marshall. 
The President briefly stated the object of the meeting, it was 
the fiftieth anniversary of the arrival of David Hudson and his 
little band of pioneers, effect a settlement in these wilds, then 
so difficult of access & so remote from the bounds of civilization. 
We have come up hither to pay our tribute of respect to their mem- 
ories, & to indulge in grateful recollections of their labors & 
privations, in laying the foundations for our own prosperity. But 
we had not come together merely to compare tales told us in our 
infancy, by our grandsires long since departed. The men of other 
days were with US, who had participated in the earliest scenes of 
this settlement - in clearing the first pathways, & constructing 
the first cabins. Men who are familiar with the howlings of the 
wolf in all their variations from dismal yells in full choir under 
our verry windows, to the faint tremor of his solitary voice as he 
sulked away to haunts more congenial to his habits. The men who 
saw the countenance of the owl first change from its habitual 
serenity, to a stare of incredulity & scorn at their approach, were 
present to tell us how that stare was changed to one of discom- 
forture, as he hooted the omens of his own departure, & the wast- 
ing away of his forest home before their powerful arms. 

It was to commemorate the events of those days, with the severe 
trials, the deprivations & hair breadth escapes incident to pio- 
neer life - to treasure them up as items of history, interesting 
to ourselves, and useful to posterity that we were then upon those 
grounds. After this presentation the order of excercises were as 
follows: 

Singing - Hundredth Psalm - Old Hundred by the whole 
audience 

Prayer - by Rev. Wm. Hanford 
Hymn 45 - Lenox "Great God of Nations now The Lord Jehovah 

Reignsu by the whole audience 
Address by Rev. John Seward 
Hymn 653 - Bridgewater, "Great God of Nations now to the etc. 

by the audience 
Address by Rev. John C. Hart. (delivered by Prof Day, Mr. H 

being absent through illness) 
Song - Primitive days. (~usic & words written for the occasion) 

by quartette of male voices 
Address by President Pierce 
Song - W. R. College, by the Village Choirs 

(Music and words written for the occasion) 

Mr. Seward gave a minute account of the original efforts of Messrs. 
Hudson and Tappan to effect a settlement in this region - their 



difficulty in organizing a band for emigration - their departure 
- perilous journeyings through the wildest of forests, inhabit- 
ed by beasts of prey and more savage men, - through rivers & 
lakes difficult & dangerous of navigation, supplied with the mere- 
st scallops, insufficient to encounter the commonest storms to 
which they were exposed - their long search for the location assign- 
ed them as their future homes. Their arrival and settlement disa- 
ppointment in the failure of supplies, with the painful and sleep- 
less anxiety of their leader, as he contemplated the sad alterna- 
tive of starvation to himself and those dependent on him, or leav- 
ing them to the mercy of their savage neighbors, while he could 
make his way back to his former home and secure a supply of pro- 
visions, his wrestlings at the throne of grace for guidance in so 
peculiar an emergency, and the final triumph of his faith as he 
committed all to him who is able to preserve and tore himself away 
to encounter again teh arduous journey, - his return and successful 
planting and early training of his infant colony. 

Mr. Hart resumed the narative at the period where Mr. Seward had 
left it, viz: at the end of the first year and brought it down to 
present time; giving particularly the first organization of the 
Church and the different Church organizations at different periods. 
Statistics taken at different times, showing the improvements con- 
stantly going on, and the changes in particular localities, known 
to most present, and interesting to those to whom they are known. 

The burden of Pres. Pierce's discourse was: 
1. To recognize the hand of God as exhibited in the settlement of 

this continent, and espeicially in the settlement of the West- 
ern Reserve. 

I1 To portray the character of the times in which this settlement 
was made - the religious character of the men who were chosen 
to carry out Gods purposes in regard to them, and the motives 
which actuated them, in their arduous labors. 

I11 The peculiar nature of the enterprise in which they were en- 
gaged as a missionary work, to plant the institutions of religion 
and Christian Civilization in these western wilds; and 

Finally: to present the heroic and Christian virtues of our fathers 
their ardent piety - their unwavering faith - their cheerful self 
denial and constant devotion to the work they had undertaken, to- 
gether with their unbounded liberality in carrying out their bene- 
volent designs as objects of imitation to US, their decendants, 
earnestly desiring that we who come after them may derive lessons of 
wisdom from the recital of the past, to guide us in the discharge 
of duties necessarily devolving upon us. It is incumbent on us, 
he said, to enter fully into their labors, to cherish the interests 
which were dear to them, and carry out the designs of benevolence, 
instituted by them. 

Like them, we must see to the cultivation of our soil, to render 
it productive, and strive to increase the wealth and population 
of our township. 

We must remember our public improvements and encourage and patron- 
ize them as the sources of our future wealth and prosperity. 



We must attend to our schools and secure the best education to the 
rising generation, we must cherish our College as an institution 
of prime value to ourselves and our country, and above all to sus- 
tain the institutions of religion, support the preached gospel, and 
the combined influence of our churches, endeavor to have all our 
population under the influence of Christianity. 

In accomplishing these ends he commended to us the rigid economy 
practiced by our fathers, and entering into all their movements as 
a characteristic. Theirs was a wise economy, suited in all re- 
spects to their circumstances. 

Such an economy we need; not necessarily leading us to do everything 
exactly as they did it. Economy accommodates itself to conditions. 
It was, he said, economy for our fathers to eat on trenches, it 
might be well enough for us to imitate them on the present occasion, 
as the Israelites on certain days ate unleavened bread and bitter 
herbs, but their daily use is not necessarily economy.Let us have 
an economy suited to the Western Reserve and calculated for the 
latitude and longitude of Hudson, making all needful advancement 
just when circumstances may call for it. 

But with their economy in all things was united a liberality prac- 
ticed on'a great scale - a benevolence partaking of the most gene- 
rous magnanimity. There was also a habitual recognizing of the 
Supreme God as the arbiter of events, trusting to his guidance and 
protection in all their goings. These were separately and forcibly 
exhibited and commended as worthy objects of imitation. Finally the 
speaker led us back to scene occuring fifty years before when every 
soul in Hudson to the number of forty three came together to cele- 
brate the anniversary of our national independence, partaking of 
course of a public dinner, suited to the occasion as we today. 
This afforded a good stand point of comparison between Hudson 
fifty years ago and Hudson now, and as he looked forward from that 
position, there being no good reason for terminating the view at 
this particular point, he indulged in a most pleasing prospect 
for the fifty years to come, when our children and our children's 
children would be again congregated on this spot to celebrate the 
one hundredth aniversary of our settlement. 

We would gladly give our readers a treat to this part of the dis- 
course, but our limits are insufficient for the passage entire, 
and we have no heart to manage it. We may say however for their 
consolation that there is a movement on foot to publish the pro- 
ceedings entire, im pamphlet, or rather book form, for distribution 
and it only requires a "little more of the same sort1@ of encourage- 
ment so often exhibited by our own people on all fitting occasions, 
to place the whole in a convenient and beautiful form for preser- 
vation and consultation. 

At the close of these addresses the audience retired to the tables, 
bountifully supplied with Ifnicknacks and s~bstantials~~.(Our Hudson 
ladies never fail to accomodate our tastes as well as our wants). 



Served up on identical pewter platters used on a similar occasion 
fifty years before and the identical trenchers to be used we hope 
on a similar occasion fifty years hence. 

But they soon returned to listen to the tales of personal adventures 
related by some of the chief movers in the scenes commemorated 
today. These of course cannot be given here, but will probably 
be given entire and verbatim in the book, (if published) not fail- 
ing to mark the exact word on which the stage fell, precipitating 
speaker, officers of the day and all to the ground, and some to 
the foot of the hill below. 

The letters also received on the occasion will be given. At the 
close of the exercises, the meeting adjourned to meet on the same 
spot on the fifth of June, A.D. 1900 at eleven o'clock. 

The adjournment and the time appointed for our next meeting, gave 
occasion to some appropriate and touching remarks by Prof. Barrows, 
on the changes that must necessarily occur before that time. He 
thought the picture of these changes drawn by one of the regular 
speakers (Pres. pierce) not overdrawn The Times - the places - 
the persons - all must be different. How different none can tell. 
We appoint a meeting, but not for ourselves, as few of the many 
present excepting the merest youth, can hope to attend. These now 
in active life must of necessity have passed away. So transient is 
life. Of the children present, some would probably see that day. 

To them he appealed to remember the appointment. They would be 
scattered over the country, engaged in the various occupations of 
life, but wherever they may be - whatever may be their occupation, 
he hoped they would remember the day, and if possible be present. 

Copied from the Ohio Observer Vol. 24th, No. 22 June 12th, 1850 



Copied from the Summit Beacon of the date of Feb. 2lstf 1867 

PERSONS MARRIED BY THE REV. JOHN SEWARD DURING THE FIRST 

TEN YEARS OF HIS MINISTRY FROM 1812 TO 1822 

1st 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
5th 
6th 
7 th 
8th 
9th 
10th 
llth 
12th 
13th 
14th 
15th 
16th 
17th 
18th 
19th 
20th 
21st 
22nd 
23rd 
24th 
25th 
26th 
27th 
28th 
29th 
30th 
31st 
32nd 
33rd 
34th 
35th 
36th 
37th 
38th 
39th 
40th 
41st 
42nd 
43rd 
44th 
45th 
46th 
47th 
48 th 
49 th 

- Justus Parrish & Roxana Bissell, Aurora Sept. 13th, 1812 
- Jabez Gilbert & Electa Daniels, Palmyra, Oct. 12th, 1812 
- Israel Coe & Ascenath Fowler, Burton, Feb. 17th, 1813 
- Sanford Baldwin & Hannah Witter, Aurora, March 24th, 1813 
- Artemas Baker & Mehitabel Conant, Windham, Aug. 17yj, 1813 
- Tyler Smith & Eunice Bissell, Aurora, Jan. llth, 1814 
- Heman Oviatt & Sophia Kilbourn, Tallmadge, April 6th, 1814 
- Isaac D. Faxon & Corinna Lewis, Mantua, Oct. 13th, 1814 
- Norman Rogers & Minerva Lusk, Hudson, Nov. 24th, 1814 
- Gad Hollenbeck & Phebe Bishop, Hudsonr Dec. 8th, 1814 

- Jonathan Metcalf & Abagail Root, Aurora, Dec. 26th, 1814 
- Eli Cannon & Fanny Cochran, Aurora, Dec. 28th, 1814 
- Nicholas McConnell & Alford, Windham, Jan. 24thr 1815 
- Seth Harmon & Mary McCown, Windham, Jan. 25thr 1815 
- Horace Ladd & Eunice K. Moore, Mantua, Feb. 25thr 1815 
- Milo Hudson & Hannah Rogers, Hudson, April 1815 
- Ephraim Gloyd & Lovicey Jackson, Aurora, April loth, 1815 
- Oliver Humphrey & Anna Birchard, Windham, June 18th, 1815 
- Erastus Johnson & Anna Sherwood, Nelson, Aug. 27th, 1815 
- Festus Sheldon & Sally Spencer, Aurora, Oct. 12th, 1815 
- Jonathan Foote & Huldah Lyman, Windham, April 15thr 1816 
- Ephraim H. Selah & Alma Birchard, Windham, May 2nd, 1816 
- Alpheus Streeter & Orilla Bonney, Windham, Oct. 27th, 1816 
- George W. Kneeland & Sally Carlton, Mantua, Nov. 28th, 1816 
- John Parsons & Amy Spencer, Aurora, Feb. 19th, 1817 
- Charles H. Paine & Parthenia Mason, Hiram, May 19thr 1817 
- Anson Owen & Sally Seley, Windham, Sept. 24th, 1817 
- Daniel C. Goodsell & Almina Connoughey, Aurora, March 5th, 1818 
- Daniel Smith & Lucy Witter, Bainbridge, June 20th, 1818 
- Henry Hewin & Phebe Tomlinson, Burton , July 23rd, 1818 
- John Esty & Betsey Janes, Mantua, July 28th, 1818 
- Samuel Taylor & Hannah Baldwin, Aurora, Aug. 27thr 1818 
- David McIntosh & Sally H. Smith, Bainbridge, Nov. 2nd, 1818 
- Wm. Wolcott & Persis Bosworth, Mantua, Dec. loth, 1818 
- Hopson Hurd & Betsey Lacy, Aurora, Dec. 22ndf 1818 
- George Cannon & Bathsheba White, Aurora, Dec. 31st, 1818 
- Jarvis McConnoughey & Dolly Witter, Bainbridge, Jan. 28th, 1819 
- Gilbert Graham & Tryphena Seward, Aurora, Feb. 28th, 1819 
- Bohan Blair & Julia Powers, Aurora, Sept. 23rd, 1819 
- Simeon Sheldon & Eunice Harmon, Mantua, Dec. lst, 1819 
- Charles Dudley & Celina M. Frost, Mantua, Dec. 2nd, 1819 
- Jonathan Ely & Lucinda Howard, Bainbridge, June 22nd, 1820 
- John Barnes & Emilia Eldridge, Aurora, Sept. 20th, 1820 
- Timothy Cooley & Sally Lewis, Mantua, Sept. 27th, 1820 
- Benjamin Cram & Melicent Bissell, Aurora, Feb., 22nd, 1821 
- Justin Kennedy & Betsey Hathaway, Aurora, March 8th, 1821 
- Bradley Hawkins & Polly Waldo, Shalersville, Oct. llth, 1821 

- Epaph Loveland & Sally Riley, Aurora, Nov. 19th, 1821 
- Thomas Black & Clara Cochran, Aurora, Dec. 16th, 1822 



-6- (31 
GENEALOGY OF THE CHAPMAN FAMILY 

The Rev, Fredrick Wm. Chapman, son of Abisha & Mary (Goss) Chap- 
man, was born at Canfield, Mahoning County, Ohio Nov. 17th, 1806, 
was hopefully converted while attending the Academy at Tallmadge 
in the year 1821. 

He entered immediately upon a course of study preparatory to 
college under the instruction of Deacon Elizur Wright, a gradu- 
ate of Yale, of the class of 1781. 

He entered Yale in the fall of 1824 and graduated in the Class 
of 1828. He taught the Academy at Sharon one year, when he 
entered the Theological Seminary and graduated in the Class of 
1832. Having received a unanimous call from the Congregational 
Church in Stratford, Conn. about three months previous to the close 
of his theological course, he was ordained and installed Sept. 5thr 
1832. He married May 6th, 1833, Miss Emily Hill, eldest child of 
Henry and Emily Hill of West Brook. Her mother being the young- 
est daughter of Lieut. Sebbens Chapman and the sixth generation 
from Robert in the line of his youngest son, Deacon Nathaniel 
Chapman. By her he has three children. Having received a unani- 
mous call from the church in Deep River, Conn. May 16th, 1839, 
and installed at Deep River May 29thr 1839. After serving the 
latter church about eleven years and six months, he received a call 
from the church in South Glastenbury. He was dismissed at Deep 
River Oct. lst, 1850 and installed at Glastenburg the 24th of the 
same month, where he now resides (1854). 

Mr. Chapmans died young and he being left without means, was ob- 
liged to rely principally upon his own exertions in procuring a 
collegiate and theological education. Knowing the trials of such 
a course, he has aided several young men in fitting for college 
by hearing them recite in their preparatory studies without any 
charge. Throughout his entire ministry he has been occupied most 
of the time, in the instruction of youth, either in private classes 
or in select schools, During a period of little more than twenty 
years between five and six hundred pupils have shared his instruct- 
ions, for a longer or shorter period of time, over thirty of 
whom have entered the learned profession. He has 3 children: 
Frederick Wm. born May 21st, 1838, Mary Emily born Aug. 12th, 
1840 and Henry Abisha born Sept. lst, 1845. 

The Rev. Frederick Chapman mentioned above was the author of a book 
entitled "The Chapman Family, or the descendants of Robert Chapman, 
one of the first settlers of Saybrook Conn and as Dea Nathaniel 
Chapman was one of the first settlers of Tallmadge I have thought 
proper to make some extracts from the book. 

Robert Chapman, the first settler, who came from Hull in England, 
to Boston in August 1635 and in the month of Nov. to Saybrook, 
married Ann Blith (or Bliss as is supposed) April 29th, 1642. Accor 
ing to the family tradition, he was born in the year 1616. He died 
Oct. 13th, 1687. Mrs. Ann Chapmans death transpired Nov. 20, 1685. 

Robert Chapman, the first settler was a verry prominent man in 



Saybrook. Was deputy to the Gen. Court that set at Hartford 
according to the colony records from 1654 to 1680. He was in the 
Pequot War. The colonial records show that he was appointed to 
offices of trust in the colony and on committees for various pur- 
poses. 

The following extract from the colony records Vol. 2nd, Page 269 

Gen Court of Hartford, Oct. 14th, 1675 

"Mr. Robert Chapman is by this courte appoynted Captn of the Traine 
Band of Say Brook, during these present Commotions with the Indiansw. 
He had 7 children, 3 sons and 4 daughters. His 5th child and 3rd 
son was named Nathaniel, born Feb. 16th, 1653. Married to Mary 
Collins of Guilford June 29, 1651, had four children, his 2nd son 
Nathaniel, born July 19th. 1686 married to Elizabeth Spencer, 
Aug. 1709. he had two children, Nathaniel the 2nd child was born 
Oct. 1714. He married Mary denison Feb. 1737 by whom he had 
10 children. He resided in West Brook about a half mile east of 
the Cong. Church on the place now occupied by his grandson, Gideon 
Chapman, of the seventh generation from Robert, the first settler. 

His 5th child and 2nd son Titus born Sept. 30th, 1744. He married 
Elizabeth Kelsey, Sept. 30th, 1767(was by trade a ship carpenter) 
by whom he had 7 children. He died in Tallmadge, Ohio at the 
residence of his eldest son Dea Nathaniel Chapman, Nov. 4th, 1808, 
age 64. He was the first adult that died in the town and was buried 
in the old cemetary in Middlebury. Nathaniel Chapman the eldest 
son of Titus and Elizabeth Chapman was born in Say Brook Conn. 
March 12th, 1768. In early life he lived in the family of Col. 
Joshua Porter of Salisbury. The father of Peter B. and Augustus 
Porter, both pioneers in Western New York with whom he was inti- 
mate and named one of his sons Augustus Porter. Nathaniel Chapman 
was thrice married: 1st to Hepzibah Smith Sept. 27th, 1789 and 
removed to Vermont. His children lst, Sally, born in Vt. Dec. 3rd, 
1790, 2nd Titus born in Vt. April 20th, 1793; 3rd William, born in 
Vt., June 2lstr 1795. 4thr Augustus P. born June 6thr 1797. He 
removed from Vermont to Salisbury Conn where his 5th child Richard 
was born April 16th, 1800. 6th, Polly born in Canfield, Ohio 
Dec. 4th, 1801. 7th, Nathaniel born in Canfield, 0. March 10, 1806. 
A son in 1808 died in infancy. Dea Chapman came from Salisbury 
to Canfield in 1801. He had visited the Western Reserve in the 
previous year (1800) He removed his family from Salisbury Conn to 
Canfield in Trumbull County, Ohio. His brother William who remain- 
ed in Canfield while he went to Conn for his family. Taking what was 
at that time known as the South Road that is over the mountains 
through Pa to Pittsburgh with an ex team when about 10 miles short of 
his new home his team stuck in the mud away from any help. He 
seated himself on a log reflecting on his situation when the dog 
of his brother in Canfield came to him. He often remarked that he 
never met a friend he was as rejoiced to see as he was that dog. 
He knew that relief was near; his brother soon appearing with a 
yoke of oxen and helped him on to Canfield. His education was 
obtained in the common school, his occupation a farmer. He 
experienced religion in 1795. In 1808 he was induced through the 
influence of Rev. David Bacon to dispose of his property in Can- 
field and come to Tallmadge and accordingly he removed his family 



into the town in April 1808. He settled on Lot No. 3 in Great 
Lot No. 14. It was his expectations to have been present at the 
organization of the Congregational Church in Tallmadge on the 
22nd of Jan. 1809. But he went to Canfield with his neighbor Mr. 
Jonathan Sprague and was prevented from getting home by high water 
and they united on the 25th of June 1809. But he was chosen 2nd 
Deacon of the Church April 18th, 1816 and was dismissed from the 
church in Tallmadge to the Pres Church in Middlebury March 14th, 
1833 and soon chosen deacon in that church until1 his death Nov. 
12th, 1834. Aged 66. 

Mrs. Hepzibah (Smith) Chapman, his first wife died Jan. 28th, 1813, 
aged 41. Mrs. C was one of the nine that organized the church (Cong) 
in Tallmadge and was the first member that died and was buiried at 
Middlebury. His 2nd wife was Martha Spicer who he married May 
9th, 1813, who died July 23rd, 1816; his 3rd wife was Mrs. 
Rozella Aikins, widow of Asher Aikins of Vernon, Trumbull County. 
They were married March 3rd, 1817 by Rev. H. Coe. She was born in 
Norfolk, Litchfield Co., Conn and was among the first settlers of 
the Reserve, suffering almost incredible hardships and privations 
incident to new settlers so far from the old settlements of that 
day. She died Jan. 24th, 1834, aged 67. 

Deacon Chapman some years before his death became surety for a 
friend in business in Middlebury that was the cause of much trouble 
in his affairs. He was the first Justice of the Peace elected at 
the organization of the town in 1812. He was a verry exemplary 
Christian man. His eldest child Sally was married to John Collins 
on the 1st of Jan. 1809 by Joseph Harris Esq. of Randolph. John 
Collins was born in Marietta 0. and resided in that region he came 
to Tallmadge in the summer of 1808. He remained in Tallmadge 2 
or 3 years and then removed to the old village in Stow living in a 
house with George Hartte. He removed from there to Hudson and from 
there to Coventry in 1820. From there he removed to Guilford in 
Medina County, 0. from there to Mich where he died in 1845. 

He experienced religion in Guilford and joined the ME Church. Mrs. 
Collins united with the Cong. Church in Tallmadge March 13th, 1813 
was dis Sept. 7th, 1829. She had 7 children, viz. Mary, Mahala, 
Eleanor, Betsey, Elizabeth, Sylvia and William. They all reside 
in Michigan and Wisconsin and all married but one (1859). Mrs. 
Collins died in Tallmadge Jan. 28th, 1851, aged 60 at the house 
of her brother Dr. Titus Chapman, Dr. Titus the 2nd child of Dea. 
N. Chapman was 15 years of age when his father moved into Tallmadge. 
He studied the medical profession with Dr. Luther Hanchett of 
Springfield (Summit Co) and commenced practice in 1821. He had an 
extensive practice in 1844. He has been married three times - 
1st to Heziah Merwin Nov. 5th, 1815, who died Sept. 23rd, 1819 - 
2nd to Eliza Gillette the eldest daughter of Nathan Jr. and Abigail 
(Wolcott) Gillet, a lineal decendant of Nathan Gillette who came 
to Windsor Conn with Mr. Wareham in 1633 he was one of the original 
planters they were married Oct. 15th, 1820. By whom he had 2 
children 1st. Heziah born July 4th, 1824, George born July 26th, 
1826. Mrs. Eliza G. Chapman died in Tallmadge Sept. 12th, 1846. 
3rd to Sophia Newton August 27th, 1847. He removed to Oberlin 
where he died June 30th, 1866, aged 73. 



He made public profession of religion by joining the Cong. Church 
in Tallmadge August 26th, 1813, was dismissed to the Church in 
Middlebury Dec. 12th, 1831. 

William the 3rd child was 13 when his father moved into Tallmadge, 
he married Rhoda Culver Sept. 3rd, 1819. He has 6 children he was 
a hatter by trade. 

1st Mary Ann born June 20thr 1820; 2nd Parkman born Dec. 20, 1821; 
3rd, Martha born Feb. 16thr 1824; 4th Titus born Oct. 21st, 1827; 
5th, Harriett born Feb. 14th, 1831; 6th Eliza born Sept. 19th, 1835. 
He moved from Middlebury to Sharon, Medina Co 0 from there to Wis- 
consin. : 

Augustus P the 4th, married Marilla Sprague, daughter of Jonathan 
and Sarah (Tousley) Sprague May 5th, 1827 by whom he had 2 children; 
Hepzibah, born April 4th, 1828, married Joseph Johnson and lives in 
Richfield Summit Co 0; Laura Rozella born May 2nd, 1830, married 
Charles E. Walton resides in Mich. 

He died March 14th, 1841 in Tallmadge, his occupation a farmer. 
Marilla Chapman died April lst, 1859. He made a profession of 
religion with his wife Nov. 6th, 1831, uniting with the Cong. Church 
in Tallmadge. They were dis Oct. 27th, 1833 to Middlebury. Dea. 
Richard, the 5th child, he was by trade a carpenter and joiner. He 
was twice married, 1st to Miss Prudence Williams of Portage Town- 
ship Dec. 23rd, 1823, by whom he had one child. Mrs. Chapman died 
June 23rd, 1827. 2nd to Miss Sylvia Neal, Dec. 1828, by whom he had 
three children. He died at his residence in Middlebury Jan. 4th, 
1852. Deacon Chapman made a public profession of religion by unit- 
ing with the Cong. Church in Tallmadge Sept. 4thr 1831. Dis to the 
Pres Church in Middlebury Dec. 12th, 1831. He was a Dea and elder 
in the church about 20 years. Such was his life, that he secured 
the respect and confidence of all who knew him, "as a just man, one 
who feared the Lord, and was full of faith and good works". His 
child by his first wife was Richard, was born April 1827, died 
Dec. 1827. 

By 2nd wife - 1st; Prudence born April 7tht 1830, married 
Spencer 2nd; William, born July 22nd, 1832, died Dec. 20th, 1834. 
3rd; Denison, born Jan. 20th, 1836. Polly, the 6th child died at 
her fathers house in Tallmadge Dec. 16th, 1820, aged 19 years. 

The 7th child Nathaniel married Lucinda Brewster Feb. 28th, 1828 
by whom he has 6 children Stephen born May 27th, 1829; Richard 
born April lst, 1831; Henry N. born March 12th, 1833; James B, 
born Aug. 8th, 1836; Leonard G I  born Feb. 13thr 1838; Milo born 
Aug. 16th, 1841. 

Mr. Chapman is a farmer and resides in Burnette Dodge County, Wis- 
consin. The transcriber of these notes of the Chapman family 
would say that there is not at the present time (1867). but a single 
one of the decendants of Dea. Nathaniel Chapman residing in Tall- 
madge or vicinity except Henry Chapman, a grandson C. C. Bronson, 
Dec. 20th, 1867 



The following biographical sketches were read to the Tallmadge 
Historical Society by C. C. Bronson Jan. lst, 1868: 

Died in Tallmadge Feb. 27th) 1866 Mrs. Pamella (Hale) Oviatt, wife 
of Mr. Wm. C. Oviatt aged 57. Mrs. Oviatt was the daughter of Jon- 
athan and Mercy (Piper) Hale and was born in Glastenbury, Hartford 
County, Conn. Aug. loth, 1808. 

The Hale family trace back to Samuel Hale who came into the 
country at an early period. The history of the town of Glasten- 
bury, says Samuel Hale was at Hartford in 1637 and was a soldier 
in the Pequot War for which he received a lot in the Soldiers 
field. It appears he settled first in Wethersfield and then in 
Glastenburg about 1669 and it is considered that from him have 
descended all who bear the name of Hale in this country. That 
patriotic martyr of the revolution Capt. Nathan Hale, a native 
of Coventry Tolland County who eas executed at New York by the 
British as a spy Sept. 22nd, 1775 aged 22 was a descendant of this 
man. 

Mr. Andrew Hale of Bath Summit Co 0 (to whom I am indebted for 
these notes) says my father Jonathan Hale was born in Glastenbury 
Conn April 23rd, 1777, and was married to Mercy Piper July llth, 
1802. Mr. Hales mother Rachel was a Talcott, a prominent name in 
the early annals of Conn. Mrs. Hale was born April 28th, 1779. 
And died Oct. 16th, 1829, aged 50 years. Mr. Hale's education was 
limited and like others of his age it was obtained in the common 
district school, he was a man of good sense and judgment, a great 
reader of history, a fine musician in his day both vocal and 
instrumental. His occupation through life was a farmer. In the 
year 1810 he moved from Conn to Ohio his destination being Town 3 
Range 12 of the Western Reserve in company with Jason Hammond and 
Elijah Hale and these three families were the first actual settlers 
of Hammondsburg, now Bath and they bought 1,500 acres of land. Mr. 
Hale settled and spent the remainder of his days on the farm now 
owned by his son Andrew Hale. After suffering the hardships and 
privations incident to pioneers life, giving his family an edu- 
cation and also accumulating a handsome property, he departed this 
life May 14th, 1854, aged 77. He was the father of six children; 
1st - Sophronia, 2nd - William, 3rd - Pamella, 4th - Andrew, 5th - 
Abigail died in infancy, 6th - James Madison 

Mr. Hale feeling that educating his family was a good investment 
he sent his 3 eldest children to the Tallmadge Academy then under 
the instruction of Elizur Wright Esq. In this way they became 
acquainted with the people of Tallmadge. Mr. and Mrs. Oviatt were 
married at her fathers house in Bath on the 10th of Sept. 1828. 
Mrs. Oviatt was a woman of energy, a good housekeeper verry in- 
dustrious and frugal. If she was disposed to express her feelings 
it was in language not to be misunderstood. She made a public 
profession of religion by uniting with the Cong. Church in Tall- 
madge Nov. 6th, 1831. She was a constant attendant on the Sab- 
bath and weekly meetings of the church until1 the disease that 
terminated her life prevented her further attendance on the wor- 
ship of the Sanctuary. She died Feb. 27th, 1866, aged 57 years. 














































































































































































