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The third settler on Tract 8 was Reuben Upson in 1818. Bronson 
in his history of Waterbury says, Thomas Upson was early in 
Hartford, was there in 1638. He was an original proprietor and 
settler of Farmington in 1646, He married Elizabeth Fuller, and 
died July 19th, 1655. His son Serj Stephen married Mary Lee of 
Farmington Dec. 29th, 1682 and died 1735, aged 80. John, his 
son and 7th child born Dec. 13th, 1702 married Elizabeth Judd, 
the births of his children down to 1745 are recorded in Water- 
bury. His John, born March 31st, 1739. He married Lois Atwater 
of Cheshire and settled in Southington on the east side of the 
mountain between Waterbury and Southington. Here he raised a 
large family, he removed from Southington to Blandford Berkshire 
Co, Mass. He bought a tract of land in Suffield Portage Co. Ohio. 

Mr. Upson removed to Ohio with his wife about 1813. He died in 
Tallmadge May 19th, 1816 aged 77 of cancer, and was buried at 
the Center of Tallmadge. Mrs. Upson died at her sons house in 
Worthington Franklin Co. Ohio in 1825. This son was Dr. Daniel 
Upson. Their sons Stephen, Reuben and Daniel all died in Tall- 
madge, also their daughter Huldah, wife of Reuben Ashmun Esq. 
Their daughter Lucinda came to Ohio in 1805. she married Wiley 
Hamilton and lived in Northampton for several years then they 
sold in Northampton and removed to Westfield. 

Reuben Upson was born in Southington Hartford Co. Conn August 
14th, 1771. After he was 21 he worked at the carpenters trade, 
he also had a good common school education and he taught school 
in Conn and in Ohio. He married Hannah, daughter of Nathaniel 
and Phebe (~ronson) Richardson Dec. 25th, 1798. Their children 
were first Reuben, born Aug. 28th, 1799, died May 12th 1802, 
aged 3 years. 11, Phebe Bronson, born Oct. 13th, 1801. Married 
Reuben B. Beach April 18th, 1822, died Dec. 19th, 1867, aged 66 
years. I11 Emma, born May 12th, 1804, Married Abner D. Hitchcock 
Mqy 13th 1824, died July 18th, 1870, aged 66 years. IV Polly, born 
June 9th, 1806, married Anson Upson Oct. 17th, 1833, is living 
with her son Rufus Upson in Tallmadge (1874) Died in Tallmadge N O V ~  
lst, 1884, aged 78. V, Reuben Atwater, born July 3rd, 1808 in 
Waterbury, married Jane Furber Nov. 25th, 1834, resides in Ill. 
Died Feb. 19th, 1884, aged 76. VJ Julius born in Suffield Oct. 
29th, 1810, died ; VII, Chloe Maria, born in Tallmadge 
May 23rd 1813, married Philo C. Stone who died Feb. 13th, 1850, aged 
38, she was married the second time to George Collins who died 
at Cuyahoga Falls, where Mrs. Collins now resides 1874. Mrs. 
Collins died at Cuy Falls Aug 23rd, 1878, aged 66 years. VIII 
Hannah Richardson, born in Tallmadge May 20th, 1815, married 
Benj. R. Noble Aug. 23rd, 1836, IX Julius Albert born in Tall- 
madge Oct. llth, 1818 Married Lucy Ann Lowrey, resides in Cuya- 
hoga Falls., X George Carlos born in Tallmadge Aug. 22nd 1822, 
married 

Reuben Upson lived in Waterbury untill 1809 when he left Conn 
with a team making the long and toilsome journey wit.h his wife 
and four children over the mountains through Penn, bound for 
Ohio. He settled in Suffield, Portage Co., on lan d given him 
by his father. Here he lived untill 1812 when he mooved to 
Tallmadge, into the house that was first occupied by Rev. David 



Bacon. He with others built a saw mill, on the little Cuyahoga 
in Springfield. He sold his portion of the saw mill to Wyllys 
Clinton, and it was known for many years afterwards as Clintonsl 
Mill. Mr. Upson worked at his trade for several years but 
through the effects of sickness and rheumatism he became unable 
to perform all the labor necessary in constructing buildings 
through his infirmities. When Mr. Sebbens Saxton arrived in the 
country in the spring of 1820, Mr. Upson being a carpenter of 
the first order and more particular to hew timber and counter 
hew Mr. Upson was employed to work with him on the numerous 
buildings he erected in Tallmadge, including the Cong. Meeting 
House. 

He was an industrious man, quiet and unobrusive among those he 
associated with. An honest and upright in all his dealings 
with his fellow men. In 1818 Mr. Upson and Col. Porter articled 
for Lot No. 1st in Tract 8. This lot of over 400 acres was the 
North half of the Tract which Ensigns did not subdivide probably 
owing to so much of it being swamp. This article was obtained 
of Col. Benj. Tallmadge. But it was never divided or resurveyed 
while it remained in their possession. Mr. Upson built a log 
house south east of the present residence of Mr. Sylvester 
Barnes Sen. (1874) near a clump of apple trees. On the 11th 
of Oct. 1818 Mr. Upson moved his family from the south part of 
the town into his new log house and before midnight, Julius 
A. Upson was born, he being the first child born on Tract 8. 
Mr. Upson is I think, the third settler on Tract 8. In the 
spring of 1821 Mr. Upson moved his family in to the old portion 
of the house then owned by Mr. MartinbCamp, now (1874) owned 
by Mr. Joel Bast. Here their youngest child was born, Dr. Geo C 
Upson of Cuy. Falls. Mr. Upson lived here several months but 
through the strong inducements held out by Col. G. W. Tallmadge 
they returned back onto the farm and into their old log house. 
In process of time they moved into the east part of the frame 
dwelling of Col. Tallmadge. He remained on the Tallmadge farm 
until1 the spring of 1831 when he purchased the north half of 
Lot 5 Tract 2 in Tallmadge, built a log house and moved his 
family into it. Benj. Noble having married their youngest dau- 
ghter Hannah R., Mr. Noble bought out the heirs by this means 
owning the farm. But subject to the maintenance of Mr. and 
Mrs. Upson during their lives. And it can with pleasure be said 
that this contract was fully carried out, for no on e could be 
more attentive to the wants and comforts of these aged ones than 
was done by Mr. and Mrs. Noble. Mr. and Mrs. Upson united united 
with the Cong. Church in Tallmadge by letter Aug. 29th, 1813. 
Mr. Upson died at his home at Mr. Nobles, Oct. 23rd, 1848, aged 
77 years. Mr. Upson was a man of few words, but when he made up 
his mind, he was not verry easily moved from his course. His 
life was so even and consistent that his influence was felt by 
all classes. 

Although retiring in his habits, when duty demanded he was always 
ready to act in giving advice, or on Church committees his quiet 
Christian course through life was such that his counsels were verry 
salutary. 



He like many others of his cotemporarys, came down to his grave 
like a shock of corn fully ripe. He died in triumphs of faith. 

Mrs. Upson was born in that portion of the ancient town of Water- 
bury now called Middlebury. And according to the genealogy of 
the Richardson family in Bronsons History of Waterbury on the 
18th of Oct. 1779. And died at the house of her daughter Mrs. 
Noble Dec. 30ty, 1860, aged 81 years. Mr. and Mrs. Upsons 
pioneer life was like others of that day and was one of toil and 
privation. The necessary wants of his family called him to labor 
from home. And the town of Randolph had been settled several 
years previously by Oliver Dickinson and family from Granville 
Mass and others, they began to be in a situation to need car- 
penter work and it was in demand and he would work in Randolph 
and return to his family in Suffield at night. At one time he 
was returning from his work; and was carrying home some fresh 
meat to his family, his escort was a pack of wolves with full 
band of wolf music. They were allured by the meat to escort him 
on his way. He did not report the number as reporters at this 
day give the number of instruments in bands of music, for we may 
reasonably come to the conclusion that he was in something of a 
hurry about that time. But he arrived at home safe, but found 
an anxious wife for she well knew that they were following Mr. 
Upson home. After they removed to Tallmadge, Mr. Upson was 
called out like the rest of the people who were subjects of milli- 
tary duty to go on to the frontier. Mr. Upson was stationed at 
Old Portage to do garrison duty, and protect millitary stores. 
When the news of the surrender of Gen. Hull and the frightful 
stories of British and Indians to make an indiscriminate slaughter 
of the inhabitants of the Reserve; there would naturally be much 
alarm. Mrs. Upson used to relate how she managed in these try- 
ing scenes. There were two outside doors one on each side of 
the house. To one door she placed a chest of clothing fasten- 
ing the door in such a manner that she could remove the chest 
and open the door, at the other door she pulled up the puncheon 
floor so that anyone comeing in pitch headlong into the cellar. 
By this means giving her time to escape with her children. It 
is easy to perceive by the many facts that are continually brought 
to light from time to time that pioneer life was one of hard- 
ship, privation and toil no means of getting merchandize from 
the eastern cities, but by waggons from Philadelphia to Pitts- 
burgh or from Albany to Buffalo in the same manner. 

Mr. and Mrs. Upson had as much of pioneer life as others and 
acted their part well to make this wilderness a fruitful field. 
They both lived to a good old age, both enjoying the good of 
their labor, being amply provided for and enjoying the evening of 
life verry pleasantly to the end of their days. 

OBITUARY OF MR. REUBEN UPSON 

Died in Tallmadge Oct. 23rd, 1848, Mr. Reuben Upson, aged 77 - 

years, after having gradually declined for several months with a 
complication of disorders. Few are called to die leaving be- 
hind them a reputation so unsullied, a character so lovely. 
It may be truly said of him, that for the 45 years of his Christ- 
ian profession, he "advanced the doctrine of God the SaviorN with 
a lovely life. The members of the Church with whome he had walked 



for the last 35 years, could, probably none of them advance 
a reason for doubting that he was a sincere disciple of Jesus. 
With all of them did he keep "the unity of the spirit in the 
bond of peacef1. Constantly, so long as bodily health enabled him, 
was he a worshipper at the sanctuary. He was indefatigable 
Bible student. He had almost completed the careful second reading 
of the comprehensive commentary. The Calvinistic view of the 
doctrines of grace did he most cordially approve. He was a firm 
friend of the missionary and moral movements of the day. 

He deeply sympathized with the injured slavery men to the Chief 
Magistracy of this nation . He intended, should God permit, to 
testify against that policy at the ballot box. He was always at 
peace with his neighbors; always the firm friend of his minister. 
In his last days his whole desire seemed to be to praise God; 
when at times his mind was wandering, his lips were still filled 
with expressions of praise. But a moment before his death he 
said to those around him, "Raise me up, that I may praise God 
once moreu. Gently they raised him, and God took him to join in 
heaven a song of praise earth never heard. "Mark the perfect man 
and behold the upright, for the end of that man is peacen. 

(Copied from the Ohio Observer of Nov. lst, 1848) 

RICHARD FENN 

Mr. Richard Fenn was the 4th settler on Tract 4 in the township 
of Tallmadge. Col. Porter Reuben Upson and Mr. Richard Fenn were 
all here in Tallmadge and preparing to settle on their respect- 
ive farms. By the best information that I can obtain at this 
distance of time I think I am safe in placing Mr. Fenn as the 
4th on Tract 8. CCB 

Mr. Richard Fenn was the 5th son of Benjamin and Sarah (Treat) 
Fenn. He was born July 4thr 1779 and died in Tallmadge Feb. 
20th, 1868, aged 88. I feel greatly indebted to Rev. Benj. Fenn 
for a series of letters giving biographical sketches of his Fenn 
ancestors from Benj. Fenn, one of the first planters of Milford 
Conn down to the tenth generation. The reader is refered to 
Rev. Mr. Fenns sketches in Volume 2nd of Missellanious Histori- 
cal Collections by C. C. Bronson. From page 86 to page 123. 
Mr. Fenns sketch of his Uncle Richard Fenn will be found on 111 
and 112. And shall make use of that and what I have obtained in 
conversations and from the family and also other sources. Mr. 
Fenn was born in North Milford, a parish set off from Milford, 
and about 1821 by Act of the legislature made a town and called 
Orange. His father died Oct. 27th, 1780, aged 38 years. His 
mother was thus left a widow with six children the eldest but 
14, the youngest Richard but one year three months and twenty 
three days old. but his mother was not the woman to sink down 
under the providences of God with her, but trained her family 
in the way they should go and they all became active and effi- 
cient men in their day and generation. Mr. Fenns education was 
obtained in the common schools of that day. When he arrived at 
an age to go to a trade he selected the Hatters Trade. He went 
to Derby, a town adjoining Milford to learn the trade. After 



serving his apprenticeship he went into the town of Milford, 
bought a place, built a shop and commenced business for himself. 
And continued to carry on the hatting business while he remained 
in Conn. He married Miss Mabel Platt, daughter of Capt. Platt. 
She was a lineal decendant of Richard Platt, one of the original 
planters of Milford in Nov. 1639. Mr. Fenn made hats and sent 
to the southern states, and sometimes receiving remitances, and 
sometimes not, having much difficulty in collecting his dues, as 
others have been who have trusted the slave holding chivalry of 
the south. How much these losses had to do with changing his 
line of business and his residence. But there were other con- 
siderations. He was approaching the downhill of life and had 
three sons who were soon to go into business for themselves. 
They had four daughters making a family of 7 children to be pro- 
vided for, all these things induced him to think of more ade- 
quate means to provide for his family. His oldest brother Benja- 
min had disposed of his farm and was moving his family west, 
their destination being Tallmadge, Portage County, Ohio. This 
was in the spring of 1814. They left Conn, Mr. Benj. Fenn and 
his family, Mr. Aaron Hine and his family, Mr. Abraham Hine, 
Dea. Peck Fenn and his brother Richard Fenn came in company. 
They arrived in Tallmadge on the 14th of July, 1817. They all 
three came to see the country and were so well pleased that 
they selected farms on which they afterwards settled. They 
returned to their families the same season. Mr. Fenn disposed 
of his property in Milford and his brother Dea. Peck Fen n sold 
his farm in North Milford (now Orange) they came in company to 
Ohio. This was in 1818, they arrived in Tallmadge Oct. 5th, 
1818. Mr. Fenn let a job of chopping 5 acres of land to Leandor 
Sackett and Sackett hired Ebenezer Richardson to help chop the 
5 acres. This 5 acres was on Lot which Mr. Fenn bought to 
Warren Sturtevant for a building spot. Mr. Fenn bought of Col. 
Benj. Tallmadge which being Lot No. 3 in Tract No. 8. Not feel- 
ing disposed to build a log house, he built a small frame house 
on Lot No. 3 he built an addition to it and lived in it while 
he lived it being the first frame building built on Tract 8. 
In 1820 he built his barn, being the 2nd frame building on Tract 
8. Although Mr. Fenn was not a farmer in early life, yet he was 
successful as a farmer, cleared his farm, attending to his affairs 
in person until1 the infirmities of age was an admonition to him 
to have less care. His farm was worked by his son-in-law Wm. 
B. Ashmun for several years. He worked at his trade but verry 
little in Ohio. Mr. Fenn was one of that class of men who in 
making up his mind on a subject of importance, would use great care 
and prudence in the investigation of the question, and in such a 
manner as to be sure he was right and then he was not easily moved 
from his position. The great presidential contest between the 
elder Adams and Mr. Jefferson was when Mr. Fenn was not a voter 
but have heard him say he should voted for John Adams. And 
while he lived in Conn he belonged to the Federal Party. He was an 
admirer of John Q. Adams and voted for him in preference to Henry 
Clay and voted for Mr. Adams in 1828. Gen. Jackson was never a 
favorite of his. He was a strong and ardent Whig always main- 
taining that the principles of the Whig party were correct. 
But when the leaders of that party, began to get down and eat 
dirt for the sake of obtaining favor of those south of the 
Mason and Dixon line: Mr. Fenn with many others left the party 



and Benj. F. Seiter was put in nomination congress Mr. Seiter 
being an old line Democrat. I heard Mr. Fenn say it was the 
worst political pill he ever attempted to swallow. He was 
Republican to the verry core; I do not know as he failled of 
voting for a great number of years. He considered it as one of 
the great duties which he owed to his country and to his fellow 
men thus to exercise the right of suffrage. 

The last vote he cast was at the state election in Oct. 1867. 
Mr. Fenn was an active man in church and society as committee 
as delegate to Presbytery or Sabbath School Superintendant he 
was an active worker. He made a profession of religion in 
Conn uniting with the 2nd Cong. Church in Milford under the 
pastorate of the Rev. David Tullar. They transfered their 
connexion to the Cong. Church and Mr. and Mrs. Fenn united in 
Tallmadge with others Feb. 28th, 1819. 

COPY OF FAMILY RECORD 

Richard Fenn, born July 4th, 1779 
Mabel Platt, born March lst, 1781 
Dennis, born Feb. 14thr 1803) 
Wyllys, born Feb. 14th, 1803) twins 
Treat, born Dec. loth, 1804 
Mabel, born Oct. 6th, 1808 
Delia, born June 23rd, 1812 
Sally Edwards, born June 3rd, 1815 
Martha Platt, born May 22nd, 1817 

Died Feb. 20th, 1868 aged 89 
Died Jan. 18th, 1855 aged 74 
Died Nov. 16th, 1827 aged 24 
Died Nov. 19th, 1880 aged 78 

Died Oct. 21st, 1856 aged 48 
Died March 5th, 1882 aged 70 

Died in Austinburg, 0. 
Feb. 12th, 1885, aged 68 

Julia Ann, born Jan. 2nd, 1820 

Mr. Fenn once related to me after he was 80 years of age the follow- 
ing: On the day that he was born is rendered memorable in the 
annals of the Revolution as the day the British troops landed in 
West Haven at a point of fashionable resort at this day called 
Savin Rock and thence to New Haven. Their line of March was only 
about four miles from his fathers house. While the alarm was 
given and men were going to harrass the invaders, Mr. Fenn was 
ushered into life. His father was an ardent Whig and as quick as 
his mother was comfortable in bed, he shouldered his trusty 
muskett and taking ammunition he went forth to join his neighbors 
and friends in shooting from every rock and tree that would afford 
a hiding place for them and they continued it until1 they got into 
the open country. 

His mother used to relate the scenes of this eventful period; and 
often speak of this period of her life connected with the hardship 
and privations connected with the War of the Revolution. "Rev. 
Fenn in one of his letters says, "My uncle Richard was a modest 
man, and a careful prudent man, wise hearted, tenacious of his 
convictions, progressive yet conservative, taking a deep interest 
in religion, the church and the Sabbath School, which last he 
conducted, with good sense, as Superintendant. He was slow of 
speech, and never put himself forward. When he had entered his 
80th year, he said to me one day, Dr. Watts Says 

"Our age to seventy years is set, 
How short the term, how frail the state, 
And if to eighty we arrive, 
We rather sigh and groan than livew. 



"Now said hew, I think that is not so, I feel that I liveu. 
And he did live. With one exception he was as I suppose, enjoying 
good health, and was active in supplying eggs for the New York 
market, after he had given up his farm to his son-in-law. He 
thus obtained money yearly, to make someone a life member of the 
Bible Society, or to educate some of his or bothnn. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fenn acted well their part in life bringing up their 
children to be ornaments in church and society and good citizens. 
Mrs. Fenn was on e of the industrious frugal women of her day, 
doing her part to obtain the property they possessed and in 
looking well to her household affairs. The wise mans description 
in "Proverbsn, would be womewhat applicable to Mrs. Fenn. And 
above all this a firm and decided Christian woman. And it can be 
said of these parents as with some others they have sat at the 
communion with all their children. Mr. and Mrs. Fenn were 
possessed of verry kind and tender feelings. This was parti- 
cularly manifested towards his aged mother. She had become in- 
firm and deaf and with all her mental faculties were much im- 
paired, but still her habits were so fixed that he must go to 
meeting on the Sabbath and she was living in the past. She would 
inquire if Richard had gone to school yet and other questions of 
a similar nature. When the Sabbath came she wanted to go to meet- 
ing and take her accustomed seat in the house of God. Mr. and 
Mrs. Fenn would dress their aged mother and lift her into the 
carriage and carry her to meeting, how many well remember how kind 
and attentive they were to this aged mother. This woman died Aug. 
12th, 1838, aged 93 years. Mr. Fenn passed the last years of 
his life in his own house where he had lived a half a century 
lacking a few months in the family of his son-in-law, Wm. B. 
Ashmun who did all that was necessary for the comfort of this aged 
man and make the evening of life pleasant and sunny. After the 
death of Mr. Lyman Sperry in Sept. 1858, Mr. Fenn was the oldest 
man in Tallmadge at the time of his death. 

FOWLER F. FENN 

Fowler Fellows Fenn, the second son and child of Benjamin and 
Comfort (~owler) Fenn, was the 5th on Tract 8. He was born 
March 15th, 1794. And he came with his parents to Ohio in 1817, 
being 23 years of age. His father died leaving a large family, 
he being the oldest at home. This affliction though great did 
not prevent carrying out the plans that had been made for the 
comfort of the family. The mother was a woman of great energy, 
and being in possession of considerable property they soon had 
a frame house and barn. As the family were thus placed in good 
circumstances, and his younger brothers could carry on the farm 
at home, he selectsd a farm his father hae bought of Col. Benj. 
Tallmadge before his death. This was Lot No. 4 in Tract No. 8 
being the south east corner of the tract of Acres. In 1818 
he cleared 3 or 4 acres and built a small log cabin on it and 
went to North I~Iilford, Conn for a wife. He was married to M>ss 
Esther Law Dec. 24th, 1818. Mr. Fenn on returning to Ohio went 
onto his farm and with his wifes industry prudence and good 
economy and with help from his father's estate, he was able to 
clear his farm of timber. He built a barn in the spring of 



1821, being the third frame put up on the Tract. Also being the 
first frame put up by Samuel M. Bronson. In 18 he built 
a frame house. He sold his farm to Wyllys Fenn in 1 8 ,  and was 
in business in Akron at the time of his death. Mrs. Esther Fenn 
died Feb. 16th, 1829 aged - . She was an excellent Christian 
woman. Mr. Fenn married for his second wife Miss Abagail A. 
Law, a sister of his first wife, who still resides in Tallmadge 
(1874) They were married by Rev. John Keyes March 31st, 1830. 
Mr. Fenn died Oct. 21st, 1837, aged 43 years. 

Mr. Fenn was a verry quiet peacable man. A good common school 
education of good judgment and decission of character. He 
was a man kind in sickness, ready to help, at all times those 
who needed help always cheerful and sunny. Mr. and Mrs. Fenn 
were the subject of the revival of 1821, and they made a public 
profession of their faith uniting with the Cong. Church March loth, 
1822. In conclusion would say that the wives of Mr. Fenn and 
their sister Miss Henrietta Law married Alfred Fenn, a brother 
were lineal decendants of Hon. Jonathan Law of Milford, who was 
one of the prominent of his day. He was Governor of Conn from 
May 1741 until1 Nov. 6th, 1750, the day of his death. The 
mother came and spent the last years of her life with Mrs. 
Abagail Fenn. She died in Tallmadge Aug 20th, 1862m aged 98. Rev. 
Mr. Segur preached from the text "1 would not live alwaysw. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON TALLMADGE 

In May 1821 George Washington Tallmadge, the youngest son of 
Col. Benj. Tallmadge of Litchfield Conn. arrived in Tallmadge, 
making the journey on horseback from Ct. His main object in 
comeing to the Reserve was to look after his fathers land affairs. 

George Washington Tallmadge was born in Litchfield Conn. Dec. 
13th, 1800. So that he was but a few months past 21 years of 
age when he arrived upon the Reserve. His father was a Col. 
in the revolution, born at Brookhaven L.I. Feb. 25th, 1754. 
He was the son of the minister of the parish. He graduated 
at Yale College in the class of 1773. He entered the Revolution- 
ary Army in 1776. Washington honored him with his confidence, and 
entrusted him with several hazardous and important services. He 
was present in most of the general battles which took place with 
the main army in the northern states, at Long Island, White 
Plains, Brandywine, Germantown, Monmouth, etc. besides many 
smaller engagements with the command of his own detachment. 
He became a resident of Litchfield in 1784. In 1800 he was chosen 
a representative to Congress. 

He died at Litchfield March 7th, 1835 aged 81 years. He was a verry 
successful man of business, a land speculator and in various ways 
he succeeded in accumulating a verry large amount of wealth 
raising a family of several children. The position of the father 
was such that he could give all his children an education of a high 
order. The subject of our sketch whom his father always called 
Washington. He was a noble specimen of a man, large and muscu- 
lar, almost giant strength. An anecdote of him would be in illus- 
tration. He went to the State of Maine to survey a township his 
father owned in that state. He went out there and as the land to 
be surveyed was far in the interior, it was necessary to lay in 
stores for the whole time that they would be out as it was so far 



from civilization, that all they needed must be carried with 
them, he hired his help and a man with his wife to cook and em- 
ployed a man to furnish all his provisions for the expedition 
among other things a barrel of clear side pork was to be furnish- 
ed. All things being ready they left for the woods, arriving 
safe they built their camp, upon opening the barrel of pork they 
found a layer of verry nice clear pork but below all half heads 
of hogs and just so with the other end of the barrel. Well they 
got along the best they could and finished the survey and return - 
ed. He called on the man that furnished the meat to have him pay 
back but he would not and some words passed, Tallmadge arose, 
seeing he could obtain no recompence he says, "1 will bid you 
good byeu. He took his hand and with a grip which he was capable 
of giving he left him as remembrance with the bones broken in 
his hand. The stage being ready, he left for Conn. 

He had a thorough education, preparatory, a West Point Cadet, 
but not a graduate. Social, inteligent, and a perfect gentleman 
in all his intercourse with his fellow man. His position in 
society was such that he associated with the prominent men of the 
Reserve of that day. He could have been one of the prominent men 
of the Reserve. He married Miss Laura M., daughter of the Hon,. 
Calvin Pease, one of the Judges of the Supreme Court of Ohio. 

He was elected Col. of a Regt. of rifleman in Trumbull County and 
he carried the title to his grave. Col. G. W. Tallmadge died in 
Middlebury Sept. 8th, 1835, aged 36 years. When G. W. Tallmadge 
arrived on the Reserve, he liked the lot of land that Mr. Upson 
and Col. Porter had articled for of his father. They were will- 
ing to give up their articles and did so. Col. Porter left the 
house he had built, Mr. Upson remained in the house he had 
built by Mr. Tallmadges request. He let jobs of clearing and in 
the summer of 1823 he built the barn and house now owned by Mr. 
Sylvester Barnes. After the death of Col. Tallmadge the farm 
was sold to Richard B. Treat who after a long lawsuit he had to 
leave the farm it was then sold to Philo C. Stone. He died in 
1850. And then it was bought by Mr. Sylvester Barnes who is now (1874) 
the occupant. 

Read before the T.H.S. Feb. 26th, 1874. 

TRACT NO. 9 

This Tract is by the field notes of Seth I. Ensign who surveyed 
this township in Nov. 1806, bounded as follows: 

Beginning at the N.W. Corner (at what is known at this day as 
Bettes Corners) running east to the West Four Corners, thence 
South to the South West Six Corners, thence West to the Township 
line, thence N on the town line to the place of beginning. Being 
surveyed into 6 lots or subdivisions. 

The tract containing 915 Acres. 



The first settler on this Tract was Alpheus Hart in 1816. His 
father Reuben Hart was a native of Farmington Conn, and a lin- 
eal decendant of Dea. Stephen Hart, the first Deacon of the First 
Cong. Church in Farmington, about 1647 (or is supposed to be). 
Reuben Hart was born in Farmington in 1736, and was married to 
Elizabeth the daughter of Joshua and Mehitable (Mather) Kilbourn. 
Reuben Hart died at the house of his son Alpheus of cancer, 
May 6th, 1824 aged 61. Buried at the Center of Tallmadge. 

Kilbourn, who was born Sept. 24th, 1765. They were married . They had 7 children, Alpheus, Dorothy, Ansel, Tluma, 
Amanda, Chauncey and Eliza. Chauncey is the only one living, he 
was born Sept. loth, 1797. The mother died in 1803 when Eliza 
was an infant, and she was carried by her father to Conn and 
lived with an Aunt. After she was 18 she came to Ohio and was 
married to Frederick N. Hunt Aug. 7th, 1823 by Rev. S. Wood- 
ruff. She has been dead many years. Chauncey married Rozella 
Harh Nov. 21, 1819, is living in Portage Township to whom I am 
indebted for many items of interest. 

Alpheus Hart was born in Farmington when young his 
parents followed the tide of emigration which was setting strong 
from Conn to the Whitestown County as Oneida County N.Y. was 
called 80 years ago. He settled in the town of New Hartford, south 
of Utica four miles. Here he lived until he came to Ohio. After 
the Revolution the glowing description given of the west by the 
soldiers of Sullivan's Expedition into Indian Country as far as 
Gennessee River in 1779. In 1789 settlers went from Suffield 
Conn and settled Canandague. The adoption of the constitution 
in 1787 opened the west for emigration and the hardy sons of 
New England were ready to avail themselves of the fertile soil 
of central and western New York, in preference to the rocky hill 
sides of New England. This increase of business and emigration 
westward the attention of the people was called to procure better 
facilities for communication, with the interior portions of the 
country. And the last years of the last century, with the first 
twenty years of the present century, ligislatures were being be- 
seiged on every hand for charters for Turnpike Roads. The 
legislature of New York, granted a charter for the Great Western 
Turnpike (or as it was by some called the Genesee Turnpike) 
The original design was a turnpike from Albany, to Buffalo. This 
road was laid from Albany to Schenectady, then up the Mohawk 
Valley to Utica; thence west through central New York, crossing 
the Cayuga Lake, on a trestle bridge a mile and 18 rods long, 
thence through Geneva to Canandague. From Canandagua to Buffalo 
it was never built. Another called the Cherry Valley Turnpike 
ran from Albany west and intersected the Genesee Turnpike at 
Manlius. Another called the Seneca Turnpike ran west from Utica. 
through Whitesborough and crossing the Cayuga Lake on a bridge 
north of the long bridge on the Genesee Turnpike, near the Cayuga 
marshes. On the Seneca Turnpike Alpheus Hart labored and earned 
money to buy his farm in Tallmadge. Beginning to feel the 
necessity of settling in life, he came west in the spring of 1815. 
Arriving at his uncles, Mr. George Kilbourn who then lived at the 
Center of Tallmadge. Here Mr. Hart made a home with the Kilbourn - .- - .-. - - - 


















































































































































































