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ACCESSION # 2022.054 

ACQUISITION: Thomas Joswick, nephew of Walt Arfons and Art Arfons, donated the material to the 
Special Collections Division of the Akron-Summit County Public Library in March of 2022. 

ACCESS: Restricted access; materials fragile; access by request at Akron-Summit County Public 
Library’s Main Library Special Collections Division only. 

VOLUME: 3 boxes and 1 oversize folder, Approx. 1.25 linear foot. 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE: Summit County natives Walter (1916-2013) and Art Arfons (1926-2007) built 
and raced jet-powered dragsters. They began building racers together in 1952, but by 1962 the 
brothers’ careers diverged with each developing their own design innovations. Their most 
popularly recognized cars were named “Wingfoot Express” and “The Green Monster.” Art 
Arfons broke the land speed record at Bonneville Salt Flats, Utah in 1964-65. 

SCOPE AND CONTENT: Photographs, clippings, correspondence related to drag cars and drag car 
racing. Of interest to researchers are photographs of both Walt and Art Arfons racing as well 
as press photos from the Firestone Company regarding Art Arfons’ record-breaking runs. The 
bulk of material includes magazines from the late1950s to the mid-1970s that feature articles 
about Art Arfons’ career. 

ARRANGEMENT: This collection is divided into four series: Biographical Info, Correspondence, and 
Career Highlights, Photographs, Periodicals, and Clippings. Each series is grouped by like 
materials and in general chronologically with undated material last. 

INVENTORY: 

SERIES 1: Biographical Info, Correspondence, and Career Highlights 
DESCRIPTIVE NOTE: Includes DVD of vintage television features from 1950s, 

correspondence to or from Art Arfons or others including two (2) oversize flyers/advertisements from 
Sportsman Park Drag Strip in Farmington, North Carolina featuring Art Arfons at event. 

Box 1   
Folder 1 Biographical information and Career Highlights, undated; DVD of 1950s TV spots 
Folder 2 Speed Duel by Samuel Hawley, 2010 
Folder 3 Correspondence, 1962-1972 (span) 
Folder 4 Correspondence, 1965-66, oversize folder 

SERIES 2: Photographs 

Box 1   2 folders of photographs, mostly 8x10” black and white. 

Folder 1 Art Arfons, 1955-1975 (span) 
Folder 2 Firestone News press release photos, 1965 
Folder 3 Walt Arfons, undated 
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SERIES 3: Periodicals 1956-2009 (span) 
DESCRIPTIVE NOTE: See donor bibliography listing publications including summary of article 

in publication. Some titles have donor created notes clipped to cover regrading an article or photo. 

Box 1  

Folder 1 Periodicals, 1956 
Folder 2 Periodicals, 1957 
Folder 3 Periodicals,1958-1960 

Box 2   
Folder 4 Periodicals, 1961-1962 
Folder 5 Periodicals, 1963-1964 
Folder 6 Periodicals, January 1965 
Folder 7 Periodicals, February, November, December 1965 
Folder 8 Periodicals, January, February, June, September, November 1966 
Folder 9 Periodicals, 1969-2009 (span) 

SERIES 4: Clippings 
DESCRIPTIVE NOTE: Newspaper clippings. Includes two (2) foreign language newsprints in 

French and German. Some clippings have donor created notes attached. Publications includes 
inserts from newspapers like the Akron Beacon Journal’s Beacon Sunday edition.

Box 3 
Folder 1 Clippings-Foreign Language 
Folder 2 Clippings-Publications, 1962-1999 (span) 
Folder 3 Clippings,1955-1964 (span) 
Folder 4 Clippings, 1965-1972 (span) 
Folder 5 Clippings, 1985-2013 (span) 
Folder 6 Clippings, undated   
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