C7TI10ONS

R U

T

NS

SEE

Relt 7400128

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE .
(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Ohio
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES .
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[1. NaME B -
C GMMON:
The Palmer House
AND/OR HlSTORli:T -
Plank House
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9370 Olde Eight Road
CiTY OR TOWN: “‘ CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Northfield Center | 22- Charles Vanik
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Ohio 039 Summit 153
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OWNERSHIP STATUS
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[J Object [J Both [ Being Considered %j Preservation work (3 Unrestricted
in progress [J No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
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DLSCRIBF_ THI* PR[ SE NT AND OR!G!NA[_ (l{ ’(noun) F‘HVS!CAL APPEARANCE

The 13 story frame Palmer House is gable roofed and rests on a
stone foundation. The most important element of the house is its
construction. It is constructed of vertical chestnut planks running
from floor to roof and varying in width from 18" to 30" and all 3"
thick. The house is covered with narrow clapboard. Floors are
1-1/8" thick plank and the structural beams are hand hewn.

The main entrance is centrally placed on the east end of the building
and is flanked by single windows. There are two small windows in
the gable. Many additions and alterations have been made including
an entrance and a dormer on the south facade. The dormer has
three windows and the entry is flanked by two windows on either side
and has a small raised stoop protected by a bracketed hood. All

windows are presently one over one.

The house was moved by the school board in 1915, and at that time
an Li-shaped portion of the structure was removed from the north
side. It is likely that the Palmer House will be moved again soon
to a town park since the school board needs the land for further

expansion. It will be permanently leased to the Northfield Historical

Society and maintained as a museum.

Only by removing the siding and plaster will original and altered
fenestration, as well as other structural questions about the house)

be answered.
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PLRIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

{1} Pre-Columbion; [7] 16th Century {] 18th Century [} 20th Century
{7} 15th Century [7] 17th Century '3 19th Century
e e . VOGO
SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known) 1852

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 7
Abor iginal [] Education (] Political |1 Urbon Plahning

(] Prehistoric [] Engineering [) Religion/Phi. (L] Other (Specity)
3 Historic [J tndustry ’ losophy

(] Agriculture [ Invention {] Science

X7 Architecture [} Londscape [] Sculpture

3 Art Architecture 7] Social/Humon-

[} Commerce [ Literature itarian

{J Communicotions (] Military [} Theater

{7 Corservotion ) Music {"] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The land on which the Palmer House sits was purchased from the
Connecticut Land Company by Hezekiah and Abigail Palmer who
came to Northfield from New York state about 1819. William
Palmer, a son, purchased the land from his parents and built

the house in 1852, The house and land remained in the Palmer
name until 1903. In 1915 the property was bought by the Northfield
Board of Education. The house was then moved from the south
side of the 35 acre lot to the north side. The house was used as
offices by the Board until 1954, then converted into a library and
used as such until 1965. The Historical Society of Olde Northfield
leased the house from the Board and began restoring it to house
their exhibits.

While completing repairs in 1965, it was discovered that the house,
which was the first frame dwelling in Northfield, was built of

"plank wall' construction. There are few other known buildings
employing this construction technique in Ohio, and of those, the
Palmer House is the only one using vertical, rather than horizontal,
planks. The Rufus Putnam house in Marietta also used plank wall
construction: four inch poplar planks mortised and pinned to vertical
posts placed at the corners. Plank construction was used in many
late 18th century military forts in Ohio and in some domestic
buildings, especially in New England., These examples are all of
horizontal, not vertical, planks. Itis not known how many other
vertical plank wall structures there are in Chio, but for the present,
the Palmer House is somewhat unique.

The origin of horizontal plank wall construction is unclear. An
article in a 1971 issue of the Journal of the Society of Architectural
Historians call plank wall construction the only indigenous
Canadian construction technique. Itis still widely used in Quebec
today. Itis not stated, however, when the method first came into
use in Canada. Plank wall construction in Ohio may be attributed
to itinerant Canadian carpenters, or may be just a coincidental
experiment in construction by local carpenters. In either case,
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|10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA ;
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STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
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[11. FORM PREPARED BY.
NAME AND TITLE:
Mrs. J. H. Marcum, President
ORGANIZATION - DATE
Historical Society of Olde Northfield o March 1974
STREET AND NUMBER:
9370 Olde Eight Road
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Northfield Center Ohio 039
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2. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nommatxon is:

3 State [j Local (7]

National

Name

Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date

Yt U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973-729-147/1442 3-|
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Ferin 10-%00a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

HATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
IKVERTORY - HOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

STATE

Ohio

COUNTY

Summit

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

(Nunber all entrles)

The Palmer House

8. Significance (cont.)

few examples of this method of construction are evident
in Ohio and for that reason the Palmer House is being
nominated to the National Register of Historic Places.

CPC 821.724
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

27/72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Ohio .
CcCou Y
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES T summit
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM | FOR NPS USE ONLY ]
A (Type oll entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)  |——— CHTRY NWUMBER CATE
< [ NAME- , .
(@] COMMON: ThgﬂPa}rrggr House
- AND/OR HISTORIC: PlarKk House
- 2. LocaTioN T
U STREET AND NUMBER:
9370 Olde Eight Road
:) CITY OR TOWN:
o Northfield Center
f STATE: CODE |COUNTY: . CODE
- Ohio 39 Summit 537
— B FHOTOREFERENCE =, = = ' ‘ i
_ PHOTO CREDIT: Francis Murphey
DATE OF PHOTO: May 1973
(3] necaTive Fiteo aT: - Olde Northfield Historical Society
L N E— _— —
[4. IDENTIFICATION -
I DESC-RIBE VlEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
South (dormer) and east facades.

¥¢ U'S GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1973- 729 152/ 1446 I - 1



Form No. 10-301a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Ohio
(7/72) HATIONAL PARK SERVICE
\ . . COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Summit
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM | FORNPS USE ONLY
v (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY MOMBER pATE |
Z [ITNANE T e -
O COMMON: The Palmer IHouse
- AND/OR HISTORIC: Plank House
- |20 LOCATION . San e e
U STREET AND NUMBER: T
9370 Olde Eight Road
D
CITY OR TOWN:
o Northfield Center
Jom CTATE: ) ) [ cobe |counTy: CODE
w » Ohio 039 Summit 153
> [P RMOTOREEERENCE ., . oo T
— FHOTO CREDIT: Olde Northfield Iiistorical Society
DATE OF PHOTO: same M‘Ma%[igl}_ﬁh_
H IECATIVE FILED AT Olde Northfield Historical Society
11 e s
o~ [4".5; WDERTIFICATION 8

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

and plaster forming interior wall.

nCutout' in south wall showing upright chesnhut planks and lath

97 US GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1873-729-152/1446 M -]

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

Form No. 10-301a
(7/72)

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

STATE

Ohio

COUNTY

Summit

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

{1 NAKE

C OMMON: The Palmer House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

_ Plank House
[2. LocATION L

STREET AND NUMBER:

9370. Olde Eight Road

CITY OR TOWN:

Northfield Center

STATE: cobE |COUNTY:

Ohio 639

Summit

CODE
[535

3. PHOTO REFERENCE = .,

INSTRUCTIONS

Francis Mﬁrphey '

PHOTO CREDIT:

DATE OF PHOTO:

May 1973

INEGATIVE FILED AT:

QOlde Northfield Historical Center

SEE

[4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

North and east ({ront) facade.

VERNWENT PE ST G OFFIE "ET3-729 t52/1446 WS



Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

il

(July 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM
e (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)
s T R e s o8 e . e
C OMMON o

The Palmer House

AND/OR HISTORIC

Plank House

NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)

2. LOCATION

STATE

COUNTY TOWN

Ohio Summit Northfield Center
STREET AND NUMBER

9370 Olde Eight Road
3. MAP REFERENCE
vSOURCE DATE SCALE

U.S.G.S. 7.5' North- 1963 1:24000
field Quadrangle

REQUIREMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROW.

GPO 932.010



LN

sy | AT
. T 1O1UDT) PRLIO 7/ , VTl
e 12¢ Hw w ;WHJH.SZAW . .

.w@ﬂﬁmﬁoA

MS AT 99

|
|
|
|
|

5
g
N, ..
o | .
o
1G99 81 olF Mm
ropninieT _ 9
<o
¢z
osnol] xawied 9Y.L wm;
nol
/ GM ]
g0 .
S 5
<! i
3 . el . P
/. LSRR . . 1

AR

M. .,:

Slsy

0¢

9la

{1 ——- LY

;1:. LT ’:.. .

25 Uy ,_m.m

»:CZVNE : ) .,_ .

,.7r./ A,/ v f " .
\ ' _/.,, ! / |\.\\ o
NN - .
Vel e / \ e .
AT T ’

) ‘,» i 1,».11 4,,: :
MO AR

\ x-\A B

Ley



aHeyVmw

ELD

CUYAHOGA

NORTHE

COUNTY

COUNTY

Stresisboro

261,

UNTY

COUNTY

PORTAGE




=

3

=

R
Y

d A B
v
&

T
TNy Heigh
ke

¥

b= s {7 lery Wik Hills ]

' p
27 [ LAKE COUNTY
rJV'S”

AT \V

7] )(\\ f

{3 Fogpena]
\J Heights!

=

N S

Hunting

Heignts

Seoaond |

[51] Vatey

e,

-

Wurrensvn[‘g\‘B

TS

q

w&:{ !
SN
’Mor'(lrnd P )
= . s,

LORAIN

|
T

N

S 1%”

@

Nonhf:e
|

Y $ | county
Macedonig Twinsburg §.‘_.-
2T w
Q
COUNTY \T E S
| &
7 ©
‘ a
1
[ ) 2 3 4 S ¢
SCALE OF MILES

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF HIGH\
BUREAU OF TRAFFIC

OHIO HIGHWAY MAP

CUYAHOGA COUNTY

S b et

il




August 26, 1974

Superintendent

Northfield Center School District
Olde Eight Road and Aurora Road
Northfield Center, Chio 44061

Dear Sir:

I am pleased to inform you that the Palmer House, 9370 Olde Eight Road,
Northfield Center, has been entered in the National Register of Historic
Places by the National Park Service, United States Department of the
Interior.

The nomination was made in connection with a state plan to identify and
document prehistoric and historic places in Ohio which qualify for N¥tional
Register status under provisions of the National Historic Preservation Act
of 1966. All nominations are approved by the Ohio Historic Site Preserva=
tion Advisory Board.

Enclosed is a brochure explaining the purposes and goals of the National
Register of Historic Places.

Congratulations for recognizing the importance of, and the need for, the
careful and sensible preservatinonof Ohio's landmarks. Your farsightedness
will surely serve as an example to other individuals and organizations in
this state.

Sincerely,

Judith Kitchen

XXXXXX
8727

Architectural Historian and Administsatoer

Historic Preservation Office

JK:dal
enclosure



Ohio H, istoric__ .
Preservation Office

National Register of Historic Places File Checklist
The following materials are contained in this file of the National Register form for:

Name: (PQ‘VY\&W H‘OMSQ

County: Su i -+

2 : Original National Register of Historic Places nomination form

Multiple Property Nomination form

__X_ Photograph(s)

_>L Photograph(s) (copies)

— USGS map(s)

i USGS map(s) (copies)

__ Sketch map(s)/figure(s)/exhibit(s)
_><_ Correspondence
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