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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is a large steel, concrete and sandstone-faced structure
in the Second Renaissance Revival style, It consists of three main
stories above a high basement, The west entrance facing High
Street is approached by a great flight of steps. In the 1960's the
lower ranks of steps were eliminated and the approach was terraced,
as the west is no longer the main entrance, The annex building,
facing east and constructed in identical style and materials, was
completed sixteen years after the main building, The two are
linked by two bridges at the second and third levels. The main
story of both units consists of rusticated arches. The windows
of the upper two stories are framed in vertical ranks between
flat piers., The entablature, cornice and horizontal parapet are
characteristic of the simpler interpretations of the Renaissance
Revival style, The main building has a high hipped roof, and the
annex a flat one.

On the interior, the east and west entrance halls lead to a
central lobby three stories high surrounded by balconies. The

- various offices, services and courtrooms are arranged along
corridors from the lobby space. Several of the offices have been
considerably adapted for modern use with partitions, new lighting
and so on., But the majority of the rooms retain the heavy
walnut and oak woodwork and decorative elements of a rather
sombre version of the Italian Renaissance style, The interiors
of both buildings have the dignity characteristic of the public
buildings of the period, in marked contrast to the relatively
inhospitable interiors of the new city-county building immediately
to the south,

Present long-range county planning calls for the restoration
of the main building, and the demolition of the annex in about
five years,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Summit County Courthouse and Annex are excellent
examples of the Second Renaissance Revival style., The court-
house was designed by one of Cleveland's premier architects
of the period, J. Milton Dyer. The buildings are important
elements in the new urban planning of central Akron, and
they still serve much of their original functions well,

The plans for the main building were prepared in 1905,
The building replaced an earlier courthouse on the same site,
The contract went to George W. Carmichael & Co. at a bid
of $238,250, The building was completed and occupied in
January, 1908,

The architect J. Milton Dyer (1870-1957) was active in
Cleveland from about 1898 to 1914, He had studied at the Ecole
des Beaux-Arts in Paris, longer than most American students,
Among his important works are the Cleveland City Hall (National
Register), the Cleveland Athletic Club, the Coast Guard Station,
and the U.S. Subtreasury Building in San Francisco,

The Summit County Courthouse is a clear example of the
Italian Renaissance-inspired influence of McKim, Mead and
White and Richard Hunt, The fact that the Annex was designed
in the identical style and form a dozen years later shows the
persistence and importance of the idiom.,

Flanked by the new city-county building on the south and
an open park on the north, the courthouse is the central
element in a long-range projected government center,
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NAME AND TITLE:

Eric Johannesen, Preservationist

ORGANIZATION DATE

Western Reserve Historical Society February 1974

STREET AND NUMBER:

10825 East Boulevard

. STATE : ) CODE
Cleveland Ohio 039
'ATE LIAISON OFFY RTIFICATION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFIC

CITY OR TOWN:

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended - -
e . : : : Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [} State Local (]

(
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Name

ATTEST:
Title
Keeper of The National Register

Date Date
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Form No. 10-301c UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR fsTaTE
(7/72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Chio
C
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES T qmit
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

v (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) NTRY NUMBER DATE
Z [DNAME : e
o common: Symmit County Courthouse and Annex
— AND/OR HISTORIC:
~ |2
U ISTREET AND NUMBER: .

209 South High Street
D CiITY OR TOWN:
14 Akron
| STATE: . CODE [COUNTY: . CODE
" Ohio 039 Surmmit L5
2 B - —
_ PHOTO CREDIT: Tric Johasnnesen

paTE oF PpHOoTO:  February 19711.

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

Western Feserve Historical Soclety

SEE

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Third floor lobby, showing balcony around central court.

5’,\,{ U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OF FICE: 1973—-729-152/1446 I -]
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
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1. NAME

COMMON

AND/OR HISTORIC

Summit County
Courthouse and Annex

NUMERIC CODE (Asaigned by NPS)

2. L.OCATION

STATE

Ohio

COUNTY
Summit

TOWN

Akron

STREET AND NUMBER

209 South High Street

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT

C.

DATE

Pongracz III January 1974

NEGATIVE lf'lLED AT
Summit County

Sheriff's Office

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Main facade of Courthouse, looking East,
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r . 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
A NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Ohio
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Suymmit
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
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o common:  Suymmit County Courthouse and Annex
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= JCATIONR
U STREET AND NUMBER
209 Scuth Hizh Street
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[v'4 Akron
| STATE: . CODE [COUNTY: CODE
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4
- FHOTO CREDIT: Eric Johannesen

DATE OF PHOTO:

February 197h

E ED AT: - .
ECATIVE FILER AT vestern Reserve Fistoricel

{4, IDENTIFICATIO

SEE

Secciety

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Sonth and eest elevations of cou

rtho:
Northwest, OCourthouse on left, Annex

use and Annex, lcoking

on the ricrkht,
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Form No. 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE Ohi
Rev. 7-72 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 10
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY  Summit
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
[CNAME — T T T
common: Summit County Courthouse and Annex
AND/OR HISTORIC:
[2. LOCATION = v
STREET AND NUM BER:
209 South High Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Akron
STATE: . CODE |COUNTY: CODE
Ohio 039 Summit 153
[3. MAP REFERENCE N e N T R
SOURCE:
U.S. G. S. Akron West Quadrangle
SCALE: 1:24, 000
DATE: 1967

[4, REQUIREMENTS

1.
2.
3.

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

Property broundaries where required.

North arrow.

L.atitude ond longitude reference.

This map shows the building to the
north of the courthouse labeled C H.
If this means ''courthouse,' the map
is _in error,

% U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973-729-148/1441 3}
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October 25, 1974

Board of Summit County Commissioners
217 South High Street
Akron, Ohio 44308

Gentlemen:

I am pleased to inform you that the Summit County Courthouse and Annex,
209 South High Street, Akron, has been entered in the National Register of
Historic Places by the National Park Service, United States Department

of the Interior.

The nomination was made in cornection with a state plan to identify and
document prehistoric and historic places in Ohio which qualify for National
Register status under provisions of the National Historic Preservation Att
of 1966. All nominations are approved by the Ohio Historic Site Preserva-
tion Advispoy Board.

Enclosed is a brochure explaining the purposes and goals of the National
Register of Historic Places.

Congratulations for recogrizing the importance of, and the need for, the
careful and sensible prsservation of Ohio's landmarks. Your farsightedness
will surely serve as an example to other individuals and organizations in
this state.

Sincerely,

Judith Kitchen
Architectural Historian and Administrator
Historic Preservation Office

JK:dal
enclosure
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