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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if krown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The main entrance from Akron's principal north-south artery
(S. Main street) consists of a ticket booth and entrances
housed in a three story Italian renaissance stone facade
capped with a projecting cornice and Mediterranean tile roof.

The highly ornate windows are supported by a polychromed band
of griffins aund heraldic devices. The deeply rusticated
window surrounds likewise support fanciful polychromed carv-
ings, Uniortunately, much of the scale of the entrance is
hidden by a more recent marquee,

The entrance is connected to the main theatre block by an
enclosed bridge over the Ohio Canal, The walls of the bridge
are decorated with medieval armor, shields, pikes, halberds
and swords.

Upon reaching the grand lobby one enters a fairyland of extra-
ordinary and imaginative Italian renaissance decor, The
room has enormous scale, The richly ornamented walls support
a cofrered, truncated, pyramidal ceiling, Flanking the
entrance doors are lifesize Italian classical statues in dec-
orative niches; and opposite the doors is the lobby's focal
point, the grarnd stairway to the mezzanine.

The mezzanine is distinguished by its groin vaulted ceiling
of heavily rendered plaster, supported by carved brackets, and
by its furnishings -- massive antiques that are in keeping
with the scale of the room.

The auditorium itself is an outstanding example of noted
Architect John Eberson's "atmospheric" design: The amphi-
theatre walls seem to enclose the courtyard of a fanciful
palace. Myriads of openings display classical statues and
urans, Overnead, stars twinkle and clouds drift by.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Akron Civic Theatre, opened April 20, 1929 as Loew's
Theatre, is a product of the golden age of the American movie
palace. Its like may never be seen again.

Its architect, John Eberson, was one of the two foremost
theatre de81gners of the period--the other being Thomas Lamb.
Eberson gained fame as creator of the "atmospheric" (stars-
and-clouds) theatre, which borrowed from nature and the more
flamboyant landscape gardeners of the past.

In an Eberson atwmospheric house, the auditorium was (to quote
him) "a magnificent amphitheatre under a glorious moonlit sky
. . an Italian garden, a Persian court, a Spanish patio, or a
mystic Egyptian temple yard . . where friendly stars twinkled
and wisps of clouds drifted.," Eberson was archeologist,
weather man and landscape gardener rolled into one, and the
combination made wonderful box office,

Other outstanding theatres that Eberson des1gned were Loew's
Valencia and Paradise in New York; the Avalon, the Paradise,
and the Capitol in Chicagoj; the Tampa in Tampa; the Olympia
in Miami; the Paramount in Omaha; the Grand Riviera in De-
troit; the Uptown in Kansas City; the Paramount in Nashville;
the Majestic theatres in Houston and San Antonio; and Loew's
in Louisville and Richmond.,

The Akron theatre, erected at a cost of more than $1 million,
has a seating capacity of 2,987. It is believed to the last
of the 11 theatres opened by Marcus Loew, tounder of the
Loew's chain, that is still standing. It was the first in
America to be built with equipment for sound films originally
installed. It was the first in Akron with an air cooling
system, It nad from the start one of the rinest Wurlitzer
theatre organs in existence.

During the 1930s, when stage shows had their neydays, the
Akron theatre featured such big name entertainers as Joe
Penuner, Cab Calloway, Ted Lewis, Lionel Hampton, Ben Bernie,
Kate Smith, Buddy Rogers, Sophie Tucker and Sally Rand. The
golden days of show business faded, but the Civic Theatre ig
flourishing again as a community entertalnment center and plaj

ing host to the {op stage stars of another era.
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New York, N.Y. 1961 P.

The Best Remaining Seats - The Story of the Golden Age
By Ben M. Hall,
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AISON OFFICER CERTIFICA

RATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register..

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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July 24, 1973

Community Hall Foundation, Inc,
182 S, Main Street
Akron, Ohio

Dear Sirs:

I am pleased to inform you that the Akron Civic Theatre, 182 S, Main
Street, Akron, has been entered in the National REgister of Historic
Places by the National Park Service, United States Department of
Interior.

The nominetion was made in connection with a state plan to identify
and document prehistoric and historic places in Ohio which qualify for
National REgister status under provisions of the National Historic
Preservation #ct of 1966. All nominations are approved by the Chio
Historic Site Preservation Advisory Board.

Enclosed is & brochure explaining the purpcses and goals of the
National Register of Historic Places.

Congratulations for recognizing the importance of, and the need for,

the careful and sensible preservation of OChio's landmarks. Your far-
sightedness will surely serve as an exmmpdd to other individudls and

organizations in this state,

Sincerely,

Judith Kitchen
Architectural Historian

JK/rla
Enclosure
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Dear Sirs:

I am pleased to inform you that the Akron Civic Theatre, 182 S. Main
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Preservation &ct of 1966, All nominations are approved by the Ohio
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Enclosed is & brochure explaining the purpcses and goals of the
National Register of Historic Places.

Congratulations for recognizing the importance of, and the need for,

the careful and sensible preservation of Ohio's lendmerks. Your far-
sightedness will surely serve as an exampdd to other individudls and

organizations in this state,

Sincerely,

Judith Kitchen
Architectural Historian
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