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|7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
CONDITION ] Excellent g Goot {7 Fair 7] Deteriorated ] Ruins (] Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
[ Altered @ Unaltered 7] Moved K] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Machine Barn is constructed of concrete and red brick and has a
hipped roof of red tile and denticular cornices. The superstructure
is steel. The building measures approximately 70' x 120'. The

first story has eight sets of large double doors on the north and
south sides and was used to store farm machinery. The red brick on
the second story is in a diamond pattern, a reminder of the fact that
Rarber was the owner of the Diamond Match company. The Machine Barn
is the only remaining building with this pattern as the Mansion,
Carriage House, Apiary and Barn No. 2 have all been destroyed. On
the west side of the Machine Barn, a concrete ramp leads up to a
large second-story double door which is topped by stepped gable.
Rectangular double-hung windows all around the building at the second-
story level admit sunlight to a large open area where machinery was
serviced. There is a blacksmith shop near the southeast corner

and small rooms on the far east side which contain wooden bins for

machinery parts.

There are three chimneys on the east side. Large windows in the
gable on the east and west sides of the building admit light to the
catwalk area near the roof. The Machine Barn is one of the very few
buildings on the Anna Dean Farm that does not symmetrical facades.
It is located just north of the site of the Barber Mansion.
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[} Urban Planning
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The 2000 acre estate containing the Anna Dean Farm was laid out

in 1905 by Michael Alexander, who had been commissioned by Ohio
Columbus Barber, a wealthy industrialist. Barber had moved his
Akron-based Diamond Company from that city in 1894 after being
sued for non-payment of taxes. He founded a town near New Portage
and called it Barberton.

The Anna Dean Farm, named for his daughter Anna and her husband
Dean, was the fulfillment of Barber's dream to build the world's
greatest farm. When it was finished in 1915, it contained twenty-
three buildings, including a forty-room mansion and twelve acres
of greenhouse space. Barber, a great advocate of scientific
farming, invested in a great deal of farm machinery in the hope
that this would increase the output of the farm. Thus, the
Machine Barn was vital structure on the farm. It was completed
in 1911 and was designed so that even the largest piece of
machinery could be driven up the ramp to the second story service
area.

The Machine Barn, along with the Colt Barn, is one of the ten
remaining Anna Dean Farm buildings, and one of the last two on
what was the main section of the farm. Three others, Barn No. 1,
the Piggery and the Creamery, have already been placed on the

is threatening to crowd out the Machine Barn. It is hoped that
the owners might consider donating this area to the Barberton
Parks Department for much needed park space if this building is
accepted to the National Register.

National Register. A nearby housing development, the Austin Estates,
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NAME AND TITLE:

Steve Kelleher

ORGANIZATION DATE
April 1974
STREET AND NUMBER: A
706 Wisteria Drive
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Barberton Ohio 039

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

12, STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATID

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1866 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

comifi : : : . Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this norr}mahon is:

National [7J State Local []

J

; m) Cite
Name gﬁﬁd Q Q;; (; C&
ATTEST:

Date Zé iﬂii l g,jZ# Date

% U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973-729-147/1442 3|

Keeper of The National Register
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COUNTY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES .
Summit

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

[ORARE.

COMMON: Barber, O. C. Maélﬁné Barn

AND/OR HISTORIC:

[2. LocaTion

STREET AND NUMBER:

Austin Drive

CITY OR TOWN:

Barberton

STATE: CODE |[COUNTY:

CODE

153

Ohio 039 Summit
B. PHOTO REFERENCE =i i T T TR T T

PHOTO CREDIT: Steve Kéllehver

DATE OF PHOTO: May 18, 1974

T¥] NEcaTIVE FILED aT: 706 Wisteria Drive
w _ Barberton, Ohio
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
South side of 0. C. Barber Machine Barn, as photographed from lower
doors on the northern end of the Colt Barn.
7:{ U S GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1973-729-152/1446 [0 -1
Form No. 10-3010 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
7/72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Ohio
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTY
~ Summit N
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
v (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
O COMMON: Barber, 0. C. Machine Barn
- AND/OR HISTORIC
-
U STREET AND NUMBER:
- Austin Drive
CITY OR TOWN:
o Barberton
- STATE: ' CODE |COUNTY: coce
v B Ohio Summi t 153
=z OTO REFERENCE S
— PHOTO CREDIT: Steve Kelleher
DATE OF PHOTO: November 1973
i NEGATIVE FiLED AT: 706 Wisteria Drive
w NU— Barberton, Ohio
- D@T!E]GA‘]‘[OM S
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
This is a view of the west end of the Machine Barn. Through these
doors was the equipment entrance to the barn.

ﬁ U.S GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1973—-729 152/1446 -1
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SOURCE:
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DATE: 1967
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1.
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Property broundaries where required.
North arrow.
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October 22, 1974

Mr, Rebert Gormley
640 Austin Drive
Barberton, Ohio 44203

Dear Mr. Gormley:

I am pleased to inform you that the O.C. Barber Machine Barn, Austin Drive,
Barberton, has been entered in the National Register of Historic Places by
the National Park Service, United States Department of the Interior.

The nomination was made in connection with a state plan to identify and
document prehistoric and historic places in Ohio which qualify for National
Register status under provisions of the National Historic Preservation Act
of 1966. All nominations are approved by the Ohio Historic Site Preservation
Advisory Board.

Enclosed is a brochure explaining the purpeses and goals of the National
Register of Historic Places.

Congratulations for recognizing the importance of, the nded for, the
careful and sensible preservation of Ohio's landmarks. Your farsightedness
will surely serve as an example to other individuals and organizations in
this state.

Sincerely,

Judith Kitchen
Architectural Historian and Administrator
Historic Preservation Office

JK:dal
enclosure

XXXXX
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